
 

Enrollment Partnership Agreement 

Between 
Cecil College and 

Thomas Jefferson University's College of Health Professions and College of 
Rehabilitation Sciences 

Purpose of Agreement 

The Agreement provides students from Cecil’s Associate of Applied Science degree - Physical 

Therapist Assistant with a clear path to matriculate into the Jefferson Online BS in Health 

Sciences (BS HS) and then progress into the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) program, provided 

they satisfy the specified eligibility and admission criteria set forth in Exhibits A-B. 

 

Conditions for Admission to Thomas Jefferson University 
 

1. Students who complete the Cecil’s Associate of Applied Science degree - Physical 

Therapist Assistant and are admitted to Jefferson BS HS will enter with junior status. 

Courses not included in Exhibit A will be evaluated by Jefferson on a course-by-course 

basis. 

 

2. Students must have an overall GPA of 3.0 in order to be admitted into the Jefferson BS 

HS with a conditional acceptance into the DPT program. 

 

3. Students who successfully complete the Jefferson BS HS program and satisfy all the 

admissions eligibility criteria for the DPT program set forth in Exhibit B are guaranteed a 

seat in the DPT program, up to a limit of seven (7) applicants per academic year. 

 
4. Students that apply to Jefferson through this Agreement will be eligible for the following: 

▪ Academic advising and course planning with Jefferson Transfer Admission 

Counselors. 

▪ Additionally, students entering the Programs pursuant to this Agreement may be 

eligible for financial aid, provided they submit the FAFSA according to all deadlines. 

 

5. To be admitted to Jefferson, students are required to  

• be in good academic and social standing and  

• may be required to answer questions related to criminal and disciplinary history 

as part of the application process and  

• may be required to complete additional pre-matriculation requirements as 

required per the DPT Program and clinical practicum sites. 

 



 

6. A minimum grade of "C" is required to transfer a course to Jefferson. Programs may require 

a higher grade for prerequisite courses and may have a required number of years from 

when the course was completed (see Exhibits A-B). 

 

7. Students must meet all applicable Jefferson requirements and deadlines pertaining to 

application for admission and payment of tuition and fees. 

 

8. Students will receive a conditional acceptance into the DPT program and will be required to 

earn the BS HS and satisfactorily complete all prerequisite coursework, with a grade of C or 

better, prior to matriculation into the DPT program. 

 

9. Once at Jefferson, students are responsible for meeting requirements in their major field of 

study, as well as general curriculum requirements in place at the time of their admission to 

Jefferson. Upon matriculation at Jefferson, participants will be considered Jefferson students 

and must abide by all Jefferson policies and procedures, and any revisions thereof. 

  



 

Exhibit A: TRANSFER ADVISING GUIDE 
 

Cecil College to Thomas Jefferson University (TJU) 

A.A.S. in Physical Therapist Assistant to Online B.S. in Health Sciences to Doctor of Physical 

Therapy 

 

Associate of Applied Science in Physical 

Therapist Assistant, AAS 

Cecil College Courses 

Credits Online Bachelor of Science in Health 

Sciences 

TJU Courses 

Credits 

General Education Requirements    

BIO 208 Human Anatomy and Physiology I 3 BIOX 110 Anatomy and Physiology I 

(GenEd Science Requirement) 

3 

BIO 218 Human Anatomy and Physiology I 

Lab 

1 BIOX 113 Anatomy and Physiology I Lab 

(GenEd Science Requirement) 

1 

BIO 209 Human Anatomy and Physiology II 3 BIOX 111 Anatomy and Physiology II 

(Major Requirement) 

3 

BIO 219 Human Anatomy and Physiology II 

Lab 

1 BIOX 114 Anatomy and Physiology II Lab 

(Major Requirement) 

1 

EGL 101 College Composition 3 ENGX 110 College Writing 

(GenEd Written Comm Requirement) 

3 

MAT 127 Introduction to Statistics 4 STAX 211 Finding & Evaluating Stat Data 

(GenEd Math Requirement) GenEd 

Elective 

3 

 

1 

PSY 101 Introduction to Psychology 3 PSYX 101 Fundamentals of Psychology I 

(GenEd Social Science Requirement) 

3 

PSY 201 Human Growth and Development 3 PSYX 253 Developmental Psych 

(General Elective) 

3 

SPH 141 Public Speaking 3 COMX 220 Speaking to Lead in the Digital 

Age 

(GenEd Oral Comm Requirement) 

3 

Program Requirements    

PTA 102 Clinical Kinesiology and 

Biomechanics 

4 General Elective 4 

PTA 103 Clinical Skills for the PTA 3 General Elective 3 

PTA 104 Fundamentals of PT Practice I 2 General Elective 2 

PTA 205 Therapeutic Interventions 5 General Elective 5 

PTA 211 Fundamentals of PT Practice II 2 General Elective 2 

PTA 213 Fundamentals of PT Practice III 2 General Elective 2 



 

Associate of Applied Science in Physical 

Therapist Assistant, AAS 

Cecil College Courses 

Credits Online Bachelor of Science in Health 

Sciences 

TJU Courses 

Credits 

Program Requirements    

PTA 220 Clinical Orthopedics 4 General Elective 4 

PTA 222 Clinical Neurosciences 3 General Elective 3 

PTA 224 Clinical Cardiopulm and Integ Issues 3 General Elective 3 

PTA 228 Special Topics in Physical Therapy 3   

PTA 230 Clinical Practice I 3 General Elective 3 

PTA 232 Clinical Practice II 6 General Elective 6 

PTA 234 Clinical Practice III 6   

Total CC Credits 70 Total Credits Transferred to TJU 61 

 

Notes 

• Completion of the A.A.S. in Physical Therapist Assistant as described in this guide leads to 

junior standing in the online B.S. in Health Sciences at Thomas Jefferson University.  

• To receive transfer credit, courses must be completed with a grade of C (C=2.0) or better.  

• Science courses and the statistics course must be completed within 10 years of admission or 

re-admission to TJU.  

• The associate degree must be completed with at least a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA. 

 
 

Remaining Courses To Be Completed at TJU (or transferred) 
To Earn the BS in Health Sciences and Transition to the DPT Program: 

 

Students must have an overall GPA of 3.0 in order to be admitted into the Jefferson BS HS with 

a conditional acceptance into the DPT program 

 

Each academic year, the DPT program at Thomas Jefferson University will guarantee admission 

to up to 7 students who successfully earned the A.A.S. in Physical Therapist Assistant at Cecil 

College and completed the online B.S. in Health Sciences at TJU, provided they meet all the 

admission requirements for the TJU DPT program set forth in Exhibit B. 

 

General Education Courses Credits 

CSSX 200 Foundations for Lifelong Learning 3 

PHLX 300 Healthcare Ethics OR 

PHLX 222 Applied Professional Ethics 

3 

 



 

General Education Courses Credit 

2nd Written Communication course 3 

Technological literacy course 3 

GenEd Electives: 

CHMX 112 General Chemistry II 

CHMX 113 General Chemistry II Lab (1 cr.) PHYX 151 Algebra-Based Physics I 

PHYX 152 Algebra-Based Physics I Lab (1 cr.) PHYX 153 Algebra-Based Physics II 

11 

General Elective  

PHYX 154 Algebra-Based Physics II Lab 1 

Major Requirements  

Must complete the following science courses: 

BIOX 121 Biology I 

BIOX 122 Biology I Lab (1 cr.) BIOX 123 Biology II 

BIOX 124 Biology II Lab (1 cr.) CHMX 110 General Chemistry I 

CHMX 111 General Chemistry Lab (1 cr.) 

12 

HSCX 110 Introduction to Health Professions 3 

HSCX 120 Medical Terminology 3 

HSCX 330 Social Determinants of Health 3 

HSMX 301 Health Systems and Policy 3 

HSMX 350 Public Health & Epidemiology 3 

HSMX 412 Healthcare Quality Improvement 3 

HSCX 460 Research Methods in Healthcare 3 

HSCX 499 Capstone Seminar in Health Sciences 3 

Minimum Credits Needed to Graduate 60 

 

Graduation from TJU with an online BS degree in Health Sciences requires completion of the 

courses specified above and a minimum of 120 credit hours. In order to meet the residency 

requirement, students must complete at least 30 credits at TJU, 12 of which within the Major 

Requirements. 



 

Exhibit B: ADMISSIONS ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 
PROGRAM 

 

Graduates from the PTA Program at Cecil College who are admitted into the TJU Online BS in 

Health Sciences (BS HS) will receive conditional acceptance into the Doctor of Physical Therapy 

(DPT) program. Upon graduating from the BS HS students will transition into the DPT program 

on Jefferson’s Center City campus provided they meet the following criteria: 

 

• Earn minimum 3.3 cumulative GPA; 

• Earn minimum 3.0 cumulative science GPA; 

• Earn minimum 3.0 science prerequisite GPA (no less than "C" grade in the following: 

Biology/L I and II; Anatomy & Physiology/L I and II; Chemistry/L I & II; Physics/L I and II); 

• Complete all program prerequisite coursework with a “C” or better; 

o Anatomy & Physiology I w/Lab (4cr) 

o Anatomy and Physiology II w/Lab (4cr) 

o General Biology I w/Lab (4cr) 

o General Biology II w/Lab (4cr) 

o General Chemistry I w/Lab (4cr) 

o General Chemistry II w/Lab (4cr) 

o Physics I w/Lab (4cr) 

o Physics II w/Lab (4cr) 

o Statistics (3cr) 

o Psychology (3cr) 

o English Composition/Writing (3cr) 

• Complete all DPT matriculation requirements which include a criminal background check, 

child abuse history clearance, drug screening, and demonstrate compliance with the 

CDC’s guidelines for vaccination for healthcare providers. 

• Students will need to meet progression criteria by the completion of Fall prior to entry 

into the program, and progression criteria must be maintained through the completion 

of the spring term prior to matriculate into the DPT program. 

• AP Credit will only be accepted for the Psychology and English prerequisites; 

• High School/Dual Enrollment credits (from either a community college or 4-year 

institution) will only be accepted for the Psychology and English prerequisites; 

• The student must be in good academic and social standing at the Undergraduate 

Institution. Any violation of the Undergraduate Institutions code of conduct or policies 

can result in loss of the student’s seat in the program; and 

• Agree to the Performance Requirements as outlined below 

 

 



 

Performance Requirements for DPT Students 
 

The information below delineates the cognitive, affective and psychomotor skills deemed 

essential for completion of the Physical Therapy degree programs at Thomas Jefferson 

University and to perform as a competent physical therapist. If a student cannot demonstrate 

the following skills and abilities, it is the responsibility of the student to request an appropriate 

accommodation. The University will provide reasonable accommodations as long as it does not 

fundamentally alter the nature of the program offered and/or do not impose an undue 

hardship such as those that cause significant expense, difficulty or are unduly disruptive to the 

educational process. 

 

Cognitive Skills 
The student must demonstrate the following abilities: 

1. Receive, interpret, remember, reproduce and use information in the cognitive, 

psychomotor, and affective domains of learning to solve problems and generate new ways 

of processing or categorizing information as listed in course objectives. 

2. Perform a physical therapy examination including analysis of physiologic, biomechanical, 

behavioral, cultural and environmental factors in a timely manner, consistent with the 

norms of clinical settings. 

3. Use examination findings to execute a plan of care in a timely manner, appropriate to the 

problems identified and consistent with the acceptable norms of clinical settings. 

 

Psychomotor Skills 
The student must demonstrate the following abilities: 

1. Locomotion: 

a. Stand/walk/locomote up to four hours continuously1 throughout an eight to twelve 

hour day actively treating patients, navigating to/from lecture, laboratory and clinical 

locations, and move within rooms, as necessary, to change groups, partners, and 

workstations. 

b. Frequently2 kneel, climb, squat, bend, reach, and sit. 

c. Occasionally3 lift from floor/low level-to-waist up to 100 lbs, lift waist-to-shoulder up 

to 50 lbs, carry up to 50 lbs, and overhead lift up to 25 lbs. 
1. Activity or condition exists two-thirds or more of the time. 
2. Activity or condition exists from one-third to two-thirds of the time. 
3. Activity or condition exists up to one-third of the time. 

 

2. Manual skills: 
a. Maneuver another person’s body parts to perform examination and treatment 

techniques effectively. 



 

b. Manual dexterity needed for use of both hands and arms for simple grasping and fine 

manipulation, e.g., sphygmomanometer, goniometer, cotton balls, safety pins, reflex 

hammer. 

c. Safely and effectively manually guide, facilitate, inhibit and resist movement and motor 

patterns through physical facilitation and inhibition techniques, including the ability to 

give urgent verbal feedback. 

d. Safely manipulate another person’s body in transfers, gait, positioning, exercise and 

mobilization techniques. 

e. Manipulate examination and intervention equipment and safely and accurately apply to 

patients and fellow students. 

f. Manipulate bolsters, pillows, plinths, mats, gait assistive devices, and other supports or 

chairs to aid in positioning, moving or treating a patient safely and effectively. 

g. Competently perform and supervise cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) using 

guidelines issued by the American Heart Association or the American Red Cross. 

 

3. Fine motor skills: 
a. Legibly record/document examinations, patient care notes, referrals, etc. in standard 

medical charts in clinical settings in a timely manner and consistent with the acceptable 

norms of the clinical setting. 

b. Legibly record thoughts for written assignments and tests. 

c. Sense changes in an individual’s muscle tone, skin quality, joint play, kinesthesia and 

temperature to gather accurate objective information in a timely manner and sense that 

individual’s response to environmental changes and treatment. 

d. Safely apply and adjust biophysical agents. 

e. Use a telephone, mobile device, and computer. 

 

4. During clinical rotations, the more demanding of the psychomotor requirements between 
the clinical site or program must be demonstrated. 

 

5. Accommodations - The DPT Program will provide reasonable accommodations for accepted 
students with a disability in performing the essential functions when approved and 
documented by the Office of Student Affairs. 

 

6. Visual acuity to: 
a. Receive visual information from classmates, faculty and patients regarding movement, 

posture, body mechanics and gait necessary for comparison to normal standards for 

purposes of examination and evaluation of movement dysfunctions. 

b. Receive visual information from the treatment environment, including but not limited 

to dials on modalities and monitors, assistive devices, furniture, flooring and 



 

structures. 

7. Communication: 

a. Effectively communicate to other students, faculty, patients, peers, staff and personnel 

to ask questions, explain conditions and procedures, teach home programs, and for 

safety in a timely manner and within the acceptable norms of academic and clinical 

settings. 

b. Receive and interpret written communication in both academic and clinical settings in a 

timely manner. 

c. Receive and send verbal communication in life threatening situations in a timely 

manner and within acceptable norms of clinical settings. 

 

Affective Skills 
The student must be able to: 

1. Demonstrate appropriate affective behaviors and mental attitudes in order not to 

jeopardize the emotional, physical, mental and behavioral safety of clients and other 

individuals with whom they interact in the academic and clinical settings. 

2. Comply with the ethical standards of the American Physical Therapy Association. 

3. Sustain the mental and emotional rigors of a demanding educational program in 

physical therapy, which includes academic and clinical components that occur within set 

time constraints. 

4. Acknowledge and respect individual values and opinions in order to foster harmonious 

working relationships with colleagues, peers and patients. The above requirements are 

based on skills identified in the Guide to Physical Therapist Practice, Revised 2nd ed., 

APTA, 2003. Reviewed and adopted by the Physical Therapy Department, September 

2006. These performance standards are subject to change. If a student fails to meet 

these criteria, the student’s guaranteed admission will be forfeited. 

 

Final Decision 
All decisions on admission to the Program, transfer to JCRS for Program purposes, or on any of 

the individual requirements of the application process, are within the exclusive discretion of 

JCRS. 

 

Background Checks and Screening Requirements 
Students who are offered admission to JCRS are required to complete a criminal background 

check (including fingerprinting), and child abuse clearance, as well as a urine drug screen and 

any other screening requirements required in JCRS’s discretion as part of the admitted student 

pre-matriculation requirements and annually while enrolled in coursework in the JCRS. Clinical 

rotation and fieldwork sites that require a criminal background check, drug screening, and/or 



 

child abuse clearance may deny a student’s participation in the clinical experience, rotation or 

fieldwork because of information revealed on a background check or drug screen. As 

participation in clinical experiences, rotations, or fieldwork is a required part of the curriculum 

and a requirement for graduation, denial of participation by a clinical site may result in delay of 

graduation or the inability to graduate from the JCRS Program. JCRS reserves the right to deny 

or rescind admission based on the results of background checks or drug screens. 
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